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Bavarians probably had about the same number
of casualties, but barely 5,000 of D'Arco's troops
escaped to join the Elector. An English officer
who took part described it as "a considerable
advantage purchased at a dear rate rather than
a victory." Marlborough himself confessed that
the action was " a little expensive." Was the
conquest worth the price ? The lie of the country
suggests that the Schellenberg could not have
been masked and that swift progress into Bavaria
was barred unless it were taken. The question
is whether Marlborough was wise to hurry.
Alone among Marlborough's biographers, his
latest is a little hesitant in allotting praise. " It
is arguable," writes Mr. Winston Churchill,

though by no means provable, that if he had waited
till the 3rd and brought the whole army into play
on both sides of the wood, the enemy even though
reinforced could not have held so extended a line
and possibly life might have been spared. But the
fear of reinforcements was decisive upon him,

The days which followed the victory of the
Schellenberg were in the nature of an anti-climax
for Marlborough, as he was neither able to besiege
Munich nor to bring the Franco-Bavarian army
to battle. The Emperor, although lavish in his
congratulations, had been parsimonious in pro-
viding siege guns, while Marsin and the Elector
took up an impregnable position at Augsburg.
Marlborough crossed the Danube, after occupy-
ing two small fortresses the better to clear his
communications across the river, and encamped
for ten days at Friedburg, where he faced his
enemy. At this period there was a hope that the